Dyers Bay Association
General Membership Meeting
May 20, 2017

Meeting open 4:10 pm.  

Executive in attendance:  DBA President Jim Wadleigh (chairing), Treasurer Sandy Tellier, Secretary Liz Schmitt-Matzen, Fred Hudson, Delwyn Higgins, Laurie Cochrane, Bruce Richardson, and Rob Salisbury. Regrets:  Donna Kirktown
Approximately 30 members in attendance

The agenda was projected on screen and on a motion by Sandy Tellier, seconded by Rob Salisbury, was approved 

President Jim Wadleigh opened the meeting by remembering former President of Dyers Bay Association, Ed Wilson.  Jim stated that Ed surely loved Dyers Bay, a fact clearly conveyed at his memorial service in London. Ed’s memorial service was well attended, especially by people connected through Dyers Bay. Jim concluded by expressing that Ed was a great guy who truly loved the Bay, did much for the community and he will be missed.  

We now have a website, www.dyersbay.ca,  which lists events, updates, news, issues, and contacts.  Special thanks to Ron and Rita Baker, who donated the domain names to the Association. Please visit the new site for information on DBA activities, contacts and more. The Dyers Bay Association Spring newsletter has received rave reviews, with thanks to Laurie Cochrane, who designed it. The Dyers Bay FaceBook Group, administered by Margaret McNally, is also available to communicate non-Association items like goods for sale, sightings and requests for services and assistance.

The Annual Financial Report for the year ending in 2016 required some late adjustments, so will be completed, audited and presented to the membership for approval at the July 1st  General Meeting. Jim asked for anyone who could do an audit of future financial reports, as David McCallum has moved away. This is not a formal audit, and anyone with some experience of bookkeeping and financial reporting would be welcome.

Jim then introduced other issues and updates for residents of Dyers Bay.
WASTE MANAGEMENT
· Waste management has been changed to curbside pick-up.  Pick-up is EVERY Monday beginning after 8AM. No change on long weekends. Residents and renters on Dock Lane and Lynch Road must bring garbage to Dyers Bay Road as the truck will not handle these narrow roads.  While residents have expressed that this is not an ideal situation, Jim pointed out that it is now in effect, and the DBA executive has decided that we should gather concrete facts, photos and reports, and make any recommendations to the Municipality after the July long weekend.  That does not prevent residents from discussing their concerns directly with the Municipality.  
TRAFFIC AND PARKING
· New No Parking signage has been installed at the dock and along Dyers Bay Road.  This is a longstanding bylaw and is now being enforced due to concerns expressed by residents about the large numbers of visitors to Dyers Bay blocking travel and creating safety issues. The Municipality has hired three full time by-law officers.  Some residents have been ticketed but will protest, as there was not adequate education or transition time.  Residents wanting additional No Parking zones or with other concerns are urged to contact the Municipality.  
· The Cabot Head Light House is closed for this season, and the shoreline road will be gated. Along with clear signage on Highway 6 and at other points, this should reduce traffic driving through the residential neighbourhood of Dyers Bay. 
QUARRY LANDS UPDATE
Your Association formed a subcommittee in September of 2016 (The Dyers Bay Quarry Lands Subcommittee (DBAQLS)) to address resident concerns about the potential changes to the Quarry Lands adjacent to Dyers Bay hamlet. Members of the subcommittee are DBA members Rob Salisbury, Laurie Cochrane, Ray Vassar and Jim Wadleigh (Canadian). 

Purchase of the privately- owned part of the quarry lands (the balance is owned by the Municipality) triggered surrender of the quarry license and an automatic review by the Niagara Escarpment Commission (NEC), whose mandate is preservation and protection of the Niagara Escarpment corridor from Niagara Falls to Tobermory. The NEC has proposed designating much of the old quarry to Escarpment Rural, one of three possible designations, summarized here.  

1. Escarpment Natural is essentially untouched land on which only a single residence would be allowed, and no other development. Some of the quarry does not fit this designation as it has been disturbed by quarry activities.
2. [bookmark: _Hlk485204188]Escarpment Preservation is land on which a single residence would be allowed, as well as a short list of uses such as a home-based business and tent camping for hikers, for example. The DYERS BAY ASSOCIATION QUARRY LANDS (DBAQLS) SUBCOMMITTEE RECOMMENDS THIS DESIGNATION.
3. Escarpment Rural is the NEC CURRENT PROPOSAL, and allows a limited but more disruptive list of development activities associated with rural landscapes, including campgrounds, golf courses, aggregate extraction, and more. The DBA does not agree that this is appropriate for the quarry lands for reasons of water quality, social disruption of a residential community, noise, traffic and other reasons related to environmental integrity.
The NEC has been very accommodating, having listened to our concerns long after the official comment period closed. In a detailed written submission, followed by a meeting in Georgetown in February, the DBAQLS has objected to the current proposed Escarpment Rural designation and proposed that Escarpment Preservation is more appropriate.
NEXT STEPS: We are awaiting the NEC response to the DBA submission. If NEC does not agree with our proposal, as a major stakeholder in this discussion, we have the option of going before a tribunal. 
Meanwhile, the Municipality is reviewing its Official Plan under the County of Bruce, which would come to bear after the NEC designation process, which takes precedence. In addition, all Municipal bylaws are also under review, which is yet another set of zoning regulations.
All these layers of regulation are designed to keep communities and environments safe, clean and sustainable. They are all open for public comment. Residents with an interest in shaping the future of their community are urged to get involved TODAY. Go to the Municipal website www.northbrucepeninsula.ca and look for Official Plan Review to get involved. 


UPCOMING EVENTS
Welcome Back Social this evening at 7PM. Sign up for membership. Thanks to Rob and Marlene for getting the ice cream, treats and edible plates for this event.
Canada Day Celebrations July 1. It is Canadas 150th Birthday, so it will be better than ever.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Canada Day Parade- noon sharp, Parade Marshall Ron Baker. There will be prizes for best entries in the parade. Laurie Cochrane is in charge.
Canada Day Feast - Fred Hudson leading the Food Team. Menu will be pulled pork or beef, hotdogs, veggie burgers, coleslaw and CANADA 150 Birthday cake.  Charge of $1.50 per person
Canada Fireworks - Jim Wadleigh, Bruce Richardson, Fred Hudson 
Canada Day Bake Sale - Liz Schmitt-Matzen NEEDS HELPERS AND BAKED GOODS
Canada Day Book Sale - Lee Bartley, Librarian, in charge

Other items
No Yard Sale Trail for the summer of 2017
We would like to bring back speaker nights at the club house. Anyone want to organize?

Bruce Peninsula Press has publicized that we have porta potties available in the Dyers Bay area.  We have one toilet at the clubhouse, provided by the Municipality for users of the Municipal Dock.  Do we need more? Where would they go?  Suggestion made that the Municipal parking lot would be best.

A suggestion was made to provide education regarding the beneficial activities of snakes, which are often tormented, injured, or killed. (They eat mice, insects and other creatures that we consider pests). It was proposed and agreed that signage at the dock should be installed to protect the resident water snakes, and that Brake for Snakes signs could be put up along the road.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:20pm.



